WHAT IS BAPTISM?
 
Baptism is a gift of God, a sign of new life through Jesus Christ; the beginning of a journey of faith for the one baptized, whatever their age or their understanding of the sacrament. It is also a community event, welcoming new members of Christ’s family and providing an opportunity for all the baptized to renew their vows given at baptism. This is a gift of the God who, in his love and longing to be one with us, reaches out and invites us to join with him in new life. God created us and the whole of creation with great love; he wanted us to exist and wanted us to be part of his creative life. 
 
Baptism and Faith
 
Our baptism is simply the beginning of our spiritual new life and journey of faith: the beginning of getting to know and understand what being loved by God means.  Baptism is God’s token to us of his great love.  In all sacraments faith carries us forward to the sacrament, but when we are infants it is the faith of our parents which brings us to the church and carries us to the sacrament. 
 
It is important to note, in talking about faith, that faith begins not with what we do for God but with what God does for us.  God first loved us; there was or is nothing we can do to earn his love. He gives us his love freely, and invites us into that relationship of love with him. 
 
At the time of baptism, the faith of every candidate is in its infancy.  Parents, God-parents and the church community have a responsibility to participate with God  in the nurturing of our life of faith. This is a process of a life-long journey or growth into what it fully means to be a Christian. 
 
Christians  believe that the Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of people before, in and after their baptism, drawing them towards maturity in faith. The Articles of the Anglican Church talk about baptism as an “effectual sign of grace”, by which God works invisibly in us. 
 
More is involved than our faith at the time of baptism.  Christian faith is always on the way, developing and taking us into different insights and different stages of faith.
 
Some traditions question whether baptism should be administered if a person cannot answer for themselves (for example, a baby). The New Testament, however, views baptism as something done to us – something we receive -  as a means of God’s grace, rather than it being an expression of our own commitment. As a means of God’s grace, baptism is made available without restrictions – a wonderful example of the free and unmerited grace of God in Christ.
 
Baptism and the Family of God
 
Through baptism we are brought into the family of God, into union with Christ, each other and with the Church of every time and place. We are not baptized into a particular denomination or Church, but into Christ, into the whole Church of God. 
 
Baptism for infants is an occasion when sponsors and parents, through prayer and promises made on behalf of the baby, and with the support and welcome of the church, set the infant on his/her way on their faith journey. The people of God, through the infant’s sponsors, make the baptismal promises for the infant and exercise faith in Christ on the infant’s behalf. The Anglican Church does not ‘test’ parents and sponsors on issues of faith – the parent’s  desire to bring the infant for baptism, together with the sponsors (and at least one of the parents) having been baptized themselves, is sufficient.   
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